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Mission Statement

The Rogers Memorial Library is dedicated to inspire and 
serve the educational, cultural and lifelong learning needs 

of the communities of the Southampton and Tuckahoe 
School Districts by providing information, materials, 
programs and state of the art services to all visitors.



Commitment to Sustainability



RML Demonstration Garden 
in memory of Matthew Rewinski 



RML Community Garden

The RML Community Garden in Memory of Matthew Rewinski was made 
possible by donations from Kate Milligan, Fowler’s Garden Center, and the Green 
Thumb. 

Patrons are encouraged to visit the garden, assist with planting, weeding and 
maintenance, and harvest the goodies to enjoy. Extra produce is available at 
circulation for patrons to take, and in the summer, teens looking for community 
service opportunities are able to come weekly for garden maintenance days. 



Seed Library 

A seed library is an institution that lends or shares 
seeds. Its purpose is to help preserve agricultural 
biodiversity in the community. Seed libraries often focus 
on rare, local, or heirloom plant life. The purpose of our 
seed library is to encourage everyone to help keep local 
plants thriving and experience the fun and fulfillment of 
gardening. Everything currently available in the seed 
library is seasonally appropriate, meaning  it’s the right 
time of year to plant those seeds. You’re not required to 
return seeds to the library but we do encourage you to 
save some from whatever you grow to plant again next 
year, share them with friends or donate them back to the 
RML seed library for future gardeners to use.



Clothing Swap



Clothing Swap

RML hosts an annual, and occasionally bi-annual, Clothing Swap where patrons 
are able to bring in five to ten unwanted items in good condition, and trade them 
for “new” items. Patrons are asked to bring their items clean, in good condition, 
and encouraged to “shop” from the items brought by others. This is a walk-in 
event, that patrons can drop off items in advance if there is space available. 

This event is able to cut down on clothing and accessories thrown out into 
landfills, and help our community become more sustainable in their daily 
practice. Any leftover items can be donated. 



Shredding Events & E-Waste Recycling

Each year, we are able to hold separate shredding events and e-waste recycling 
days for patrons to responsibly dispose of their household materials. 

These are incredibly popular and successful! 

For the last e-waste recycling day in January of 2024, 35 patrons brought 
materials for recycling. 

For the shredding event in May 2023 (held each spring), we had 120 total 
participants!



Community Outreach - Social Work Intern 

Our social work interns through Stony Brook University are able to assist patrons 
with health insurance, housing applications, job preparation, finding legal aid, 
food security, unemployment benefits, social service paperwork, college 
applications and more. All services are free and confidential. 



Community Outreach - Homebound Services

The homebound program by Rogers Memorial Library is available to library 
district patrons who are unable to visit the library due to a temporary or 
permanent physical or medical impairment that prevents them from visiting the 
library and who still wish to retrieve materials that are available through the 
library’s vast catalog. Material is either shipped through the USPS or can be 
picked up by a volunteer that the patron chooses and authorizes. 



Civic Engagement

The League of Women Voters has been unanimously approved to host a voter 
registration table event at the library during the month of September each year. 
This way, a non-partisan organization is able to register voters, and also provide 
information about upcoming elections and relevant items and information for 
these elections. 



Community Partnerships

RML regularly partners with local businesses for Rogers and Retail, which allows 
locals to receive discounts by presenting their library cards, and allows 
businesses the opportunity to be advertised by the library. 

We also partner with local non-profit organizations such as the Cultural Center, 
the Youth Bureau, as well as the Village and Town, in order to provide the best 
services, programs and events for the community!



Community Partnerships

Throughout the year, the library is also able to create health and wellness 
programs through participation with Stony Brook School of Social Welfare, with a 
social worker on site for semesters. 

Through this partnership with Stony Brook, we are also able to provide health 
programs and events for patrons to take part in certain health screenings, such 
as blood pressure and hearing tests. 



Community Partnerships 



Community Partnerships



Diverse Programming

Each year, RML provides programming that centers on the historical and current 
diversity of our town, community and country. These programs highlight cultures 
and history. These programs have been presented by: 

- Southampton Historical Society
- Southampton African American Museum, Brenda Simmons Exec. Dir. 
- Debra Freeman, Writer and Podcaster
- Naela’s Organics, Middle Eastern Cooking



Environmental Programming

Each year, RML offers numerous programs directly related to the unique 
environment of the East End. These programs are presented by:

- Eco-Photo Explorers
- The Fish Guy
- Cornell Cooperative Extension
- SoFo Museum 
- Quogue Wildlife
- Cold Spring Whaling Museum 
- Long Island Science Center
- Southampton Historical Society



Bike Repair Station

Funded by our Friends of the Library, the Bike 
Repair station provides patrons with an 
opportunity to care for and maintain their bikes at 
no cost. Signs at the bike racks near the entrance 
direct patrons to the repair station located near 
the rear of the parking lot. 



No Idling Signs

Located throughout the parking lot, 
multiple signs have been placed for 
“No Idling Zones” that require patrons 
to turn off their engines while in the 
parking lot. 



Heating and Cooling Center

As temperatures experience greater extremes and fluctuations, RML is 
committed to providing a safe and healthy environment. 



Collections 

RML is dedicated to providing a collection that serves the many needs of the 
community, including: 

- Spanish Language Section
- Career Development - One Stop Job Shop
- College Preparation Section 
- Parenting Section 
- Large Print Section and magnifier available for vision impaired accessibility



Services - Cell Phone and Battery Recycling  

A battery and cell phone recycling box 
is available for patrons who have small 
e-waste throughout the year they need 
to recycle, free of charge. These boxes 
are purchased through Call2Recycle, 
and are shipped back to this company 
for responsible recycling and disposal. 



Services - Medication Disposal 

Patrons are able to responsibly dispose of 
their expired or unused medication at 
RML! Deterra Drug Deactivation System is 
a product that uses proprietary activated 
carbon to render prescription drugs inert, 
unavailable for misuse, and safe for the 
environment. Once used, the pouches can 
be safely disposed of in the regular trash. 
The kits are provided free of charge thanks 
to the Human Understanding and Growth 
Services (HUGS) and the Long Island 
Addiction Resource Center. 



Senior Services 

- Senior Advocate
- Senior Lunch Club (third Thursday of the month)
- One-on-One Medicare Counseling (first Wednesday of the 

month)
- Veterans’ Resource Table (every third Wednesday of the 

month)
- Caregiver Support Group (every third Tuesday of the month)

RML is proud to partner with 
Southampton Town and Village 
in order to provide numerous 
services for the seniors within 
the community. 



RML TechLab
 A collaborative makerspace for patrons of all ages to create, explore, and learn.



Collections and Space

- In order to maintain adequate space for a well rounded collection, librarians 
frequently weed unused materials that are then given a second life through 
Better World Books, that provides much needed materials to those with 
need, while also supplementing the library materials budget. 

- For patrons looking to donate their own materials to the library, the Friends 
of the Library book sale accepts donations, and in turn the sale of these 
materials fund many of the library’s extra services, technology purchases, 
and enrichment programs. 



Library of Things
Our Library of Things collection includes electronic items like WiFi hotspots, laptops, digital 
magnifiers, and preloaded kindles as well as indoor and outdoor games and items like 
Happy Birthday lawn signs, a telescope and a car diagnostic. These are items that promote 
equity in our community as not everyone can afford these items. They help with 
sustainability, as these items do not have to be purchased by every individual who needs 
them, but can be used and shared. 



Library of Things



Museum Passes



Sponsored by our Friends of the Library, patrons are able to borrow museum passes at no 
cost to the following museums for admittance and shop discounts:

- American Museum of Natural 
History

- Brooklyn Botanic Garden
- Children’s Museum of the East 

End
- Empire Pass 
- Frick Collection
- Guggenheim Museum 
- Harbes Barnyard Adventure
- Intrepid Sea, Air & Space 

Museum

- Longhouse Reserve
- Museum of Modern Art
- New York Historical Society
- Parrish Art Museum 
- Pollack-Krasner House and Study 

Center
- South Fork Natural History 

Museum 



Staff Development

Through LILRC (Long Island Library Resource Council), cultural competency training is available to 
all library staff, regardless of membership to LILRC through the general portal, with additional videos 
and instruction available for LILRC members, which many of the staff are included in. 

The videos available without membership include information and instruction for working with and 
supporting LGBTQ members of the community, unhoused individuals, veterans, disabled, and 
trainings for racial justice. 



Staff Wellness

In order to promote staff wellness, there are many discounts for athletic 
memberships made available through the employee health insurance, as well as 
in house options as well. A walking club for staff and patrons was established, 
with staff taking more frequent walks on their breaks on local village paths and 
trails, and the patron group meeting with staff monthly to explore hiking trails in 
the area. For staff, access to yoga programs offered by the library are free of 
cost. 



Financial Responsibility and Sustainability

As part of our commitment to our patrons and community, our yearly budget is 
kept well within the limits of the 2% tax cap set by the state, that allows the 
library to maintain the level of service it provides to the community, without over 
burdening our community members.  



Staff Newsletters & Bulletin Board - Stay up to date!

The staff sustainability bulletin board is updated with photos and sustainability ideas for each season or 
upcoming events, generally quarterly, and the information shared through email as well to all staff. 





Our Continued Commitment!

RML will continue to be committed to 
upholding the mission of the 
Sustainable Libraries Initiative and 
providing environmentally sound, 
socially equitable and economically 
feasible practices to address climate 
change and encourage the growth of a 
thriving community.


