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About
 Us

In 1981, a group of 13 community members came together with a

shared mission to create a public library in West Babylon.  Four

previous attempts had failed.  The group formed the Friends of

the West Babylon Library and solicited support and membership

from the community.  Their efforts were successful and a vacant

building was located and purchased.  On September 11, 1983, the

West Babylon Public Library opened its doors with a service area

of less than 6000 patrons.

The library currently serves 27,947 patrons, providing a wide

range of services and resources to community members.



Our
Sustainability
Journey

Inspired by neighboring libraries that

completed the Sustainable Library

Certification process, we joined the program

in February 2022 and formed our team.  We

worked through the 12 Sustainability

categories and in Spring 2024, submitted for

review.



Plants and Things

Community members help plant our

Backyard and grounds each year.  Native

and pollinator plants are grown, as well

as vegetables which are later shared with

the community.  We received a LILRC

grant for a hydroponic garden and the

vegetables and herbs grown in it are also

shared with the community.  Additionally,

we offer a Seed Library,  Plant Cutting

Swap Station, and informational

gardening programs throughout the year.



Energy

We replaced our outdated Building

Management System and HVAC units

and received a 50% NYS Construction

grant and PSEG rebate towards the cost.

Our vending machines are ENERGY STAR

rated.

The new Building Management System is

programmed to optimize our heating and

cooling schedule, using less energy

when spaces aren’t being utilized and

when the building is closed.

The majority of our servers are

transitioned to virtual and we plan to have

entirely cloud-based servers in the future.



Print newsletter was changed

from monthly to bi-monthly to

reduce paper use and

postage and printing costs.

Patrons may check out

a bag for their library

materials instead of

using disposable bags.

Electronic forms and

online services are used

wherever possible,

instead of paper.

Reduce



Reuse

We partner with our local

Lion’s Club to collect

eyeglasses which are

recycled/reused for those

in need.

Through our partnership

with VIBS, we collect

cellphones which are

recycled or refurbished and

distributed to victims of

violence.



Recycle

Recycling bins were added to our Cafe, Community Room, and Staff Lounge. 
      Proceeds from the bottles and cans are donated to charitable organizations.

Newspapers are donated to a bird sanctuary for use as cage liners.

Toner cartridges are recycled to keep them out of landfills.



Sustainability
Collection

A circulating Sustainability
collection was developed. 

It includes fact sheets & tips
to help patrons learn more.



Our partnerships with

community and social

service agencies

provide valuable

resources and

services and help us

remain relevant.

Community
Partnerships



We’ve partnered with EAP to bring resources to

our employees. The monthly newsletter is

distributed to employees via email, and we’ve

started scheduling various meetings like Dealing

with Difficult People, an empathy workshop, and 

Civility in the Workplace.

 We’ve added a sustainability section to our

weekly staff e-newsletter to keep everyone up-to-

date on what what the library is doing as well as

provide tips and facts on what staff can do to help

lower their carbon footprint. 

Keeping
Connected



Future Goals

1

Replace roof with

energy efficient roof.

2

Upgrade fluorescent

lighting to LED lighting.

 5

Install solar panels.

 3

Recycle paper.

 8

Offer community swap

programs.

 6

Participate in NexTrex

Recycling Challenge.

 4

Discontinue paper

library card

applications.

 7

Install Little Free

Pantry on property.


