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*The SLI Certification process is only the beginning of this journey.  Through this process I have learned a

new pathway and awarness that this is not just a certification, but a commitment to the future.*

15+ years teaching:  Spanish, Theatre, Librarian

At current school since 2015; prior experience in charter school, Westchester County

School librarian at MS127 for the past 3 years; teach 8  grade library electiveth

Grades 6-8, 900 students, old building wahhhhhh (1954)

Library Is located in the center of the building, 1  floorst

Baby Librarian =) - Teacher2Librarian Cohort -

I graduated May 2024 with my MLS from St. John Fisher University

Just recently began implementing the School Library Program (will now include SLI!)

Produce 10+ school musicals - production run by students

“Scary” Fun Fact about me......... 



Vision/Mission Statement:
Our Mission Statement:

Castle Hill Middle School is a student-centered community of stakeholders, educators, families and children that embraces the

diversity and individual value of all. We commit to providing a challenging, safe and respectful learning environment where

everyone is not only seen, but also heard, supported and celebrated. To Commit to the success of our students. To Develop

lifelong learners who are co-creators of their education. To Cultivate within our school an environment where students, teachers,

guardians and all participants share the responsibility for our children’s future.

Our Vision Statement:

The Castle Hill MIddle School 127 family is dedicated to equity, high expectations and dignity for all children. Through student

empowerment, community partnerships and collaboration we will develop critical thinkers ready for the real world challenges of the 21st

century.

Connecting SLI coursework to our Vision Statement:

Equity:  Expanding pathways to all students through programs that provide equitable access

to resources and experiences.

Student Empowerment:  Give students opportunities to engage in activities to foster their

leadership skills and commitment to help others.

Community Partnerships:  Enter partnerships to advance the library’s causes and create

meaningful relationships outside of our school building.

Collaboration:  Promote collaboration within our school community with teachers, admin,

students and parents.



Guidance/reference:
Used the United Nations Sustaiable Development GOALS as a reference to align coursework....



Top 3
Assignments
Past, present, future



Action Item Form:  A.2
Create a program or lesson that engages students in learning about and taking action

on climate change, climate justice, sustainable practice, etc.

Approached Sustainable Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities
Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities

Donations accepted of lightly used formal wear, shoes,

accessories

Gathered materials from MFTA (clothing racks,

hangers, shopping bags etc.

Reducing fast fashion 

Store and reuse unused items the following year

Multi-use and

Reusable materials

MS127 PROM EXPO! 
(2018 - present)

Student-Centered
Organized and run by our student council members

8  grade volunteersth

Student created flyers and announcements

Student choice

Community involvement

Donors from around the community as well as staff

from MS127

Partnered up with fashion corporations to receive

donations

equity

Giving free formal wear for students without means to

get them

Allowing access for students to shop with ease during

school hours



Action Item Form:  A.2
Create a program or lesson that engages students in learning about and taking action

on climate change, climate justice, sustainable practice, etc.

Approached Sustainable Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities
Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities

MS127 PROM EXPO!



Action Item Form:  A.2
Create a program or lesson that engages students in learning about and taking action

on climate change, climate justice, sustainable practice, etc.

Approached Sustainable Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities
Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities

MS127 PROM EXPO!



Action Item Form:  A.3
Facilitate student-driven community involvement for social equity.

Approached Sustainable Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities, 2 Zero Hunger, 3 Good Health and Wellbeing
Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities

Providing free, fresh produce to our school community

and beyond

Senior Housing special access to our event

Address food insecurity in the community

REDUCED INEQUALITIES

MS127 Community Food Distribution!
Student-Centered

Students help to unload, organize, pack and serve our

community

Students ensure accuracy of produce before

packaging 

Students stay after school to help execute the event

Students engage in meaningful conversations with

community members

Students have opportunity to build empathy and have

“feel good” moments as they help others

Community involvement

Partner up with Amanda Farias, council member leader

for El Bronx

Partner up with Food Bank NY and other local vendors

equity

Giving free, fresh produce to all who can attend

Allowing safe access for outside members of the

community to enter our event

Recycle/Reuse
We reuse the boxes that the vendors send the produce in

We reuse bags if they are clean and not ripped

We encourage people to bring their own reusable bags

Reduce food waste



Action Item Form:  A.3
Facilitate student-driven community involvement for social equity.

Approached Sustainable Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities, 2 Zero Hunger, 3 Good Health and Wellbeing
Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities

MS127 Community Food Distribution!



Action Item Form:  C.1
Develop professional relationships and practices with district, building, and community partnerS

Approached Sustainable Development Goals: 4 Quality Education, 10 Reduced Inequalities, 9 Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities

 Focuses on improving neighborhood parks, schools and

libraries.

Community members vote

Through council member Amanda Farias, our school was

nominated to submit a proposal to upgrade the current

library space to a modern digital library.  

We have proposed a $500,000 grant to update

technology as well as lighting, flooring and electrical

making it an energy efficient space for our learning

community

Provide cost effective savings

State of the art technology for students, staff and

parents; podcast studio and more!

Participatory Budget

Ballot Project Proposal

Particpatory Budget/NYPL Services
NYPL Visits to our school 

NYPL and I hosted two card drives for our students this year.  

We had over 160 students sign up and receive library cards on

the spot.

Students were also given free books, bookmarks and calendars

providing information on all teen events at their local branch

NYPL hosted a PD for our staff!  

Teachers were thrilled to learn more about teachers sets and

getting their educator card

NYPL hosts teen author at our school!

MS127 was chosen as the location for an author visit for

“TeenLive” which hosts teen authors around the city. Part of

NYPL

We hosted Briana Lawrence, author of “Essential Guide to

Manga”

Students were in attendance and engaged in meaningful

conversations with Briana!



Action Item Form:  C.1
Develop professional relationships and practices with district, building, and community partnerS

Approached Sustainable Development Goals: 4 Quality Education, 10 Reduced Inequalities, 9 Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
Development Goals:  11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 10 Reduced Inequalities

Particpatory Budget/NYPL Services



Additional Work/Smaller efforts:

STH - Parent Workshop
June 17, 2025

Extra 2k! WhooHoo!
Makerspace Items

& Podcast materials



Closing
Thoughts





Overall Reflection

What I learned

How this changed

my library and

students What i will do next

Planning strategically using

sustainable practices

United Nations SDG 

The earlier students learn about

sustainability - they more will apply

it in their daily lives forever

Working with community partners

makes the world a better place

Students love to be involved, more

than you know!

Students displayed love and empathy for our

community through their volunteer work

Students displayed leadership by taking on

roles and responsibilities when organizing and

running events

Students were given equitable access to

resources, materials, events and experiences

 Take In/Give Out:  we take in donations and

give out in other ways

Personal improvement and growth within the SLI Rubric!

Strategically plan to meet those higher rubric quadrants

Find a place for a real garden around my school property! Or

indoor raised beds?

Community outreach - expand our presence and purpose

around the community

Enhance website and online presence; add more online

resources accessible to all

Do easy sustainable school-wide events:  shredding day, clean

up sidewalks, plant-a-seed in our garden, clean up building,

Earth Day etc.

Bike To Work Day/Walk Around Building Day , Book Tasting -

Initiatives for Staff

Reusable Water Bottles for all/Upgrade water fountains

Getting more local businesses and organizations involved in

creating a more sustainable community



Thank you very much!

This journey has been incredible, thank you for the opportunity

email:  ccrespo5@schools.nyc.gov


